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Introduction

When. in 1979. I first arrived at Bristol as a postgraduate student the little that
[ knew of Henri Tajfel’s work had been gleaned from a lecture on “prejudice”
in my undergraduate degree course at Cardiff. At my first supervision session
Henri handed me a copy of the then recently-published Differentiation
benrween social groups (which, it appears. [ never got round to returning) and
(somewhat more prudently) a photocopy of his chapter “Experiments n a
vacuum” from The context of social psvchology. 1 was instructed to “go away
and tell me what you think”. T duly went away. and stayed away for the next
six months. The problem was that, although [ scanned the pages of these
texts painstakingly and even obsessively (I recall at one stage calculating that
[ had read Tajfel’'s chapters in Differentiation at least twelve times). [ was
quite unable to see what Tajfel was saying, much less think anything about
1t
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